
shawn.wright@uky.edu

facebook.com/UniversityofKentuckyHorticultureRCARS



 AKA - wild black raspberry, black caps, 
black cap raspberry, thimbleberry & Scotch 
cap





 Floricane-bearing shrub 4-6 ft tall.  Fruit is 
produced the second summer and then the 
cane dies.

 Prickly shoots. 
 Not a blackberry but related to red 

raspberry



https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef229
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef230





 Sap Beetles and Yellow Jackets can be a major 
problem if overripe fruit accumulates.

 Japanese Beetles can be a serious sporadic 
problem. 

 Raspberry cane borer and crown borer may 
be a problem.

 Mites may be a problem in hot, dry weather



 Verticillium – can survive for many years in 
the soil – don’t follow solanacea (tomato, 
eggplant, pepper, etc.)

 Phytophthora Root Rot
 Viral diseases





 Soils
◦ Well drained – brambles do not like wet sites
◦ Good air movement
◦ pH of 5.5 - 6.5 
◦ 2-4% organic matter, cover crops can help
◦ 500’ from wild brambles to slow disease spread
◦ Avoid sites that were sod the previous year

 Taking Soil Test Samples AGR-16
◦ https://bracken.ca.uky.edu/files/agr16_taking_soil

_test_samples.pdf



 Tissue culture/nursery mature/bare root
Buy the best quality you can

 Plant in a 3-4 foot weed free strip
◦ Landscape fabric can be used

 Shallow raised bed (3”-6”) can help on poorly 
drained soils



 Produce on 2nd

year floricane
 Primocanes tipped 

in the Spring
 Laterals shortened 

in late Winter



 Bristol – Early, but smaller berries more 
potential from damage with a late frost

 Jewel  - mid-season, larger berries
 Mac Black – late season more potential for 

infestation with SWD
 Munger – late season
 Allen – very late season
 “The Small Fruits of New York”, U. P. Hedrick, NYSAES, Geneva, 1925

252 named varieties 
Growing Blackberries and Raspberries in KY Drs. Jones and Strang 
www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ho/ho15/ho15.pdf
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