PETSCAPING

TIPS FOR CREATING THE
PERFECT LANDSCAPE
FOR YOU AND YOUR
DOG
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No perfect landscapes


Introduction

As pets become a bigger part of our lives, it makes sense that we should include them in
the planning of our home landscapes.

The information found here it by no means an exhaustive list of do’s and don'ts, step by
step of what's best for pets and people when it comes to landscaping. What I've found in
landscapes and life is that it's usually best to strive to leave all things better than you
found it , whether that means a landscape, a job or a life situation. And sometimes you

just have to “roll with the punches”.
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Maggie Allen – 2022 – Patrick Allen’s Lab



Understanding
your breed

Or mix of breeds




Breed Types

Herding breeds

Retrievers

Terriers

Herding and Guard breeds

Terriers

Poodles

Characteristics

High Energy

Highly intelligent
and active

Landscape Considerations

Maximize exercise space,
include heavy duty pathways
and groundcover

“Working” breeds thrive with
tasks like agility courses and
other active games

fetch




Breed Types

Bulldogs

Hound Dogs

Terriers

Guard breeds such as Rottweilers,
German Shepherds, Mastiffs,
Akitas, Terriers

Characteristics

Digger or
escape artist

Territorial or
aggressive

Landscape Considerations

Proper fencing and digging
area are must-haves

Protective fencing and obstructive
shrubs prevent unwanted attacks




Breed Types

Poodles and water dogs

Setters and Spaniels

Retrievers and collies

Cold weather breeds such as
Malamutes, Huskies, Great Pyrenees,
St. Bernards, Newfoundlands, Akitas

Characteristics

Loves water
and swimming

Heat Sensitive

Landscape Considerations

Consider a pool,
pond, or fountain

Breeds with thick fur coats
developed for frigid climates
must have abundant shade
and water sources







Prioritize and Plan

Your pet will need at bare minimal What do you need?

AN p|ace tO pee and POoOop - WHAT ARE YOUR USE NEEDS

. A safe place to walk, play, run - Relaxing, kid play, gardening, sports
- HARDSCAPING

- Water

« Porches, walkways, drives, decks,
fence, patios, parking, storage

- SOILAND PLANTING BEDS

« Shelter/shade

« Where, does soil need to be
amended, plants, shade, water
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Not very often will we be starting off with a new pet and a new lawn landscape – either we will have an existing landscape to fit a pet into or a new home landscape to fit your old pets into
Consider what your pet will need and what you will want
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Do a rough draft of your landscape – this is mine



A Dog’s Place

 Exercise/Running . Confinement

- Shade »Dog run or doghouse
- Water » Grooming

« Elimination - Feeding

- Digging -Sleep

« OFF LIMITS AREAS
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The full grouping – decide what is a priority to you and your dog/pet



A Dog’s Place

ZONING FOR YOUR
PET'S ACTIVITIES
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In observing, your pet will tell you how he/she uses his environment  - can be creatures of habit – so spend time observing  ( a few days) where they sun, where they mark, (sentinel patrol) pathways they take from their patrols to the house - 
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Convert the information into a more detailed diagram that will help you decide the balance between your needs and your pets.



LAWN MAINTENANCE

MOW TALLER WATER DEEPER/LESS OFTEN
- Add 4" to your cutting - Water enough to equal 1" of
height videos. rain

- Water slowly over time
- Or session watering

- Water only when needed

CONSIDER AN ALTERNATIVE

Clover Lawn
nitrogen fixers
tolerates compaction

Not mowed as often as do
lawns composed of grass

draws pollinators to your
landscape
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Adding ¼’ to your mowing height adds 25% more leaf area/more leaf area adds more photosynthesis/ more photosynthesis leads to growing deeper roots
Deeper roots/ better to withstand salt tolerance and rapid recovery from urine damage

Honeybees tend not to be aggressive away from the nest, but if it's a concern you can simply mow more frequently during the blooming season.


The reason clover lawns don't require fertilizing, as does grass, is that these plants are nitrogen fixers. They share this ability with other cover crops in the pea family.

Clover snatches nitrogen out of the air, bringing this essential fertilizer down to earth by means of nitrogen-fixing bacteria living in nodes along the roots (all at no cost to you, in terms either of money or maintenance).

You may also be wondering about clover's ability to aerate the soil, thus reducing concerns over soil compaction. Clover tolerates compacted soil better than lawn grass does. It has longer roots, enabling it to access water at deeper levels.

Finally, a word about two of clover's other ideal qualities: its ability to attract honeybees, and the fact that clover lawns usually don't need to be mowed as often as do lawns composed of grass:

Clover puts out a mildly attractive flower, which could easily be listed as another advantage it has over grass. This flower draws bees and other pollinators to your landscape
Honeybees tend not to be aggressive away from the nest, but if it's a concern you can simply mow more frequently during the blooming season.


.. 1. Leach out urea (salts) by flooding area
* with water

. 2.Remove dead turn and rough up the soil

3. Apply seed mixed with soil and work into
the top 4" of surface

* 4.top dress with mulch or loose rich soil

7" Do you have burn out?



MULCH - STICKS AND
STONES

Untreated wood mulch

Cedar mulch

Cypress mulch

River rock

Recycled rubber
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Avoid wood mulches that are dyed and added with chemicals as they are not good for the environment and for your dogs.
. A popular alternative among pet owners, cedar mulch is a pet-friendly mulch because it is shredded finely. In case your dog ingests the fibers, it can be easily digested. Plus, cedar mulch has bug repelling properties fit for gardens.
. A very common type of mulch used in landscaping, cypress mulch is not toxic to dogs.
image your dog’s throat and can cause bowel or stomach obstructions, leading to an emergency trip to the veterinarian.


- AVOID LARGE
SHRED OR
CHUNKED WOOD
MULCH

- AVOID COCOA
BEAN SHELLS

- AVOID COCONUT
HUSKS
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Mulch with large shreds or chunks of wood might attract dogs as much as that stick you throw for them. It smells good and feels good to chew. But the larger and sharper pieces of mulch can damage your dog’s throat and can cause bowel or stomach obstructions, leading to an emergency trip to the veterinarian.
COCONUT HUSK MULCH WITH IT’S ABILITY TO SOAK UP AND RETAIN  MANY TIMES ITS WEIGHT WATER CAN DO THE SAME THING IN YOUR PETS GUT INF CONUMED. 

. Mulch made from cocoa bean shells smells delicious to humans and dogs, but it can contain toxic compounds (theobromine and caffeine) that could harm your dog.


FENCING
« Solid Wood

« Chain Link

- Farm Fence

e lron or Aluminum
« Invisible

\Vinyl

« Plastic
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: If you have a dog that is a jumper or likes to patrol the fence line, consider using landscaping as a way to keep your dogs away from the fence. By planting dense shrubs, like Boxwood, along the fence line, you’ll force your dogs to back up, making the jump further (aka harder). And if you have a patroller, the landscaping will make the buffer zone between the fence and your dog a few feet wider, which might help your dog take the day off from guard duty. Just remember to check in between the shrubs on the regular to make sure the dogs haven’t created a secret tunnel to Bamboo/Reed Rolls, Garden Fencing, and Slats: If you have a chain link fence and you find that your dog is reacting to stuff he sees on the other side of the fence, try zip-tying rolls of reed fencing onto the inside of your chain link fence. It looks nice, it’s cheap, and it’ll give you a lot more privacy (note: it’s not 100% opaque). The reed fencing comes in 4 or 6 foot high panels and can be cut easily. Bamboo looks nicer/is much sturdier, but is also more expensive.
L-Footer:  If you have a digger, consider an L-Footer. That’s wire fencing laid down against the base of your fence and bent perpendicular (90 degree angle) to it. You know, like an “L”. You can bury this fencing underground, but it doesn’t have to be buried to work. Some people just lay it on top of the grass and maybe add some rocks and garden gnomes to hold down the fort.



Plant Selection
consider plantsthat...

- Can survive interaction with your pet
« Will hide damage done by pet

« Can be used as deterrents

 Are suited for our hardiness zone

- Are suited for the microclimate of
your yard




Plant Selection
consider plantsthat...

» Try to choose nontoxic
plants

« But also - recognize
signs and symptoms of
poisoning

Also, be advised that the s
consumption of any plant material
may cause vomiting and
gastrointestinal upset for dogs
and cats. Plants listed as either
non- -toxic, or potentlally toxic Wlth\_

are not expec\‘ d to k
threatening to ‘

ASPCA
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Poisonous does not necessarily mean will  cause death
Mildly toxic, skin, throat irritation, gastric distress
Remove plant material from pets mouth; rinse with water; call vet
Some Signs of distress – range from eye irritation to salivation vomiting, diarrhea, cardiovascular symptoms(fast pulse or weak pulse) weakness or tiredness, seizures or collapse


10 PLANTS TO AVOID

1f your pet spends a little more time chewing on plant material

Azalea/rhododendron (Rhododendron spp.) - entire plant, especially the leaves
Caladium (Caladium spp.) - entire plant - including water cuttings are in

English lvy (Hedera helix) - foliage

Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) - entire plant

Hydrangea (Hydrangea macrophylla) - entire plant

Jimsonweed (Datura spp.) - entire plant, especially sap and seeds

Lady's slipper (Cypripedium spp.) -

Lily-of-the valley (Convallaria majalois)

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants
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Certain potentially toxic but sturdy plants may be appropriate for your landscape when your pet does little more interaction with your landscape plants than sniff and hike or ignore, but if you have a chewer or one who likes to munch on leaves these plants could be potentially dangerous

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants

Pest and Weed
Control

« Mullet Approach

« Grow More Tolerant

\'I'

S~
- Always follow Label BiTesamne

» directions

- Use Beneficials
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If having a picture-perfect turf is important, consider striving for perfect in public areas, and less than in pet and family areas
Grow tolerant to “weeds” especially turf and clover mix



SHADE

- Shade is essential to pets

» Shade trees and shrubs

» Structures such as
porches, or pergolas

 Vining structures
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Shade seeking kitty is neighbor to Annette H. in Daviess County; Pets will seek shade and coolness no matter what; if you don’t provide it they will seek it/create it – and this could create problems so be proactive and provide


WATER - Clean water should always be
orovided for your pet
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Whether it a clean bowl of fresh water, a natural source of water, or a creative, decorative addition 


What to expect when you
have a pet in the landscape

LAWNS-digging, compaction, yellow spots 'I'lnEn NET N

FLOWER BEDS- digging, pooping, breaking | \ ":--f~...'\~~,-"'\_‘ NN
SHRUBS AND SMALL TREES-peeing, breakage, chewing ' NCARNA
GROUNDCOVERS-digging, mashing, nesting, tracking

VEGETABLE GARDENS-eating, digging, breakage,

eliminating | ; v VN

' JUSTTIRED.. "

\
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But remember – no matter what, from time to time you will have…


Y Y,
Roll with

A TIP quoted from respected author on
pets and landscaping “ dogs love freshly
dug soil to dig in, so instead of planting
your annuals in a bed,....and providing
temptation... try potting them (annuals)
this year for gorgeous (untouchable)
displays.”

4N the punches



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bilbo Aldenderfer – still a puppy
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Agriculture (USDA) civil rights reguiations and policies, this

insitution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, age, disability, and reprisal or retaliation
for prior civil rights activity. (Not ail prohibited bases apply to all
programs.)
Program information may be made available in languages other
than English. Persons with disabilties who require altemative
means of communication for program information (e g, Braille,
arge print, audiotape, and American Sign Language) should
contact the responsible State o local Agency that administers
the program or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TTY) o contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a complainant should
complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, which can be obtained online, at

www usda qovisites/defaullfilesidocumentsiusda-program-
discrimination-complaint-form pdf, from any USDA office, by
‘calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing  letter addressed to USDA
The letier must contain the complainant's name, address,
telephone number, and a written description of the alleged
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an
alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or
letter must be submitted to USDA by

| n accordance with Federal law and U.S. Depariment of

ma
U_S. Department of Agricufture.

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

fax:
(eaa) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442;

pmgrm intake@usda gov.
‘This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Form AD475-A—Acssed Foser Redsed Sepenber 10

onforme a Ia ley federal y las politicas y regulaciones de

derechos civiles del Depariamento de Agricuitura de los

Estados Unidos (USDA), esta institucién tiene prohibido
discriminar por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, edad,
discapacidad, venganza o represalia por actividades realizadas
en el pasado relacionadas con los derechos civiles (no todos los
principios de prohibicion aplican a todos los programas).
La informacion del programa puede estar disponible en atros
idiomas ademas del inglés. Las personas con discapacidades
que requieran medios de comunicacion altemativos para
obtener informacién sobre el programa (por ejemplo, Braille, letra
agrandada, grabacion de audio y lenguaje de sefias americano)
deben comunicarse con Ia agencia estatal o local responsable que
adminisira el programa @ con el TARGET Center del USDA al (202)
720-2600 (voz y TTY) 0 comunicarse con el USDA a fravés del
‘Senvicio Federal de Transmision de Informacion al (800) 877-8339.
PPara presentar una queja por discriminacion en el programa, el
reclamarte debe completar un formulario AD-3027, Formulario de
queja por discriminacion del programa del USDA, que se puede
obtener en linea, en
"www usda qoisites/defaultfiles/documents/usda-program-
discrimination-complaint-form pdf, en cualquier oficina del USDA,
llamando al (866) 632-9992, 0 escribiendo una carta dirigida al
USDA. La carta debe contener el nombre, la direccion y el
nimero de teléfono del reciamante, y una descripion escrita de
la supuesta accién
discriminatoria con suficiente detalle para informar al Subsecretario
de Derechos Civiles (ASCR, por sus siglas en inglés) sobre la
naturaleza y la fecha de Ia presunta violacion de los derechos
civiles. La carta o el formulario AD-3027 completado debe enviarse
al USDA por mediio de:
correo postal:
U.S. Department of Agricuiture

of the Assistant. Se(mtary for Civil Rights

ice Avenu

1400
Wasnnglm DC. 20254}9410 o
um) 256-1665 0 (202) 690-7442;

comeo electronico:
program intake@Usa gov.

Aehecorplementaroal FomlarioAD-27S-A RavsadoSepbentie 2019

It starts with us
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RESOURCES

« Dog Friendly Gardens: Garden Friendly Dogs; Smith
Cheryl S.

- Dogscaping: Creating the Perfect Backyard and
Garden for You and Your Dog; Barthel, Tom

« Petscaping: Training and Landscaping with Your Pet
in Mind; Cohen, Scott; Doherty, Carolyn

« poisonsous2pets; Plants poisonous to dogs and cats;
O’Kane, Nicole

- aspca.org/poison plants
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Scout Flynt – 2016 - 5 weeks


	PETSCAPING
	Introduction
	Understanding your breed
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Site Planning
	Prioritize and Plan
	Slide Number 9
	A Dog’s Place
	A Dog’s Place
	Slide Number 12
	LAWN MAINTENANCE
	1. Leach out urea (salts) by flooding area 	with water��2. Remove dead turn and rough up the soil��3. Apply seed mixed with soil and work into 	the top ¼” of surface��4. top dress with mulch or loose rich soil
	MULCH – STICKS AND STONES  
	Slide Number 16
	FENCING
	Plant Selection�consider plants that . . .
	Plant Selection�consider plants that . . .
	10 PLANTS TO AVOID�if your pet spends  a little more time chewing on plant material 
	Pest and Weed Control
	SHADE
	WATER
	What to expect when you have a pet in the landscape 
	Roll with 
	Thank you
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	RESOURCES

