
SAY WHAT?
SEED PACKET 
TERMINOLOGY YOU 
MAY NEED TO KNOW

14/5/2023BY Sharon Flynt, Agent for Horticulture, Scott County Cooperative Extension



INFORMATION FOUND ON 
MOST SEED PACKETS
▪ NAME OF SEED

▪ PICTURE OF THE MATURE PLANT WITH 
FRUIT/FLOWERS

▪ WHEN TO PLANT

▪ KEY PHRASES SUCH AS DIRECT SOW, SOW 
INDOORS, START INDOORS

▪ CULTURE

▪ HARVEST/MATURITY DATE

▪ YEAR SEEDS FOR WHICH SEEDS WERE 
PACKAGED

▪ DEPENDING ON HOW CREATIVE A SEED COMPANY 
IS THERE COULD BE 8 TO 20 + BITS OF 
INFORMATION ON THE PACKET
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SEED PACKET BACK

▪ NOTE SPOT FOR GARDENER 

▪ GERMINATION RATE/VIABILITY

▪ PURITY RATE

▪ LOT NUMBERS

▪ SCIENTIFIC NAME 

▪ NUMBER OF SEED IN THE PACKET

▪ SOMETIMES THERE IS ADDITIONAL 

TERMINOLOGY WHERE A 

GARDENER MAY NEED 

CLARIFICATION
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CULTIVAR
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▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪SCIENTIFIC NOMENCLATURE  

presented as the ‘variety name’ 

after the genus and species 

Solanum lycopersicum ‘Gardener's Favorite’



HYBRID

▪

▪
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F1 HYBRIDS

▪

▪

▪
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OPEN POLLINATED

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪
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HEIRLOOMS 
•

•

•

Mam’s Pole 
beans 1842

Gramdmam’s 
Pole  Beans

1885

Granny’s 
greasy beans

1928 

Granny’s 
greasy beans 

1944

Miss Virgie’s 
Greasy Bean

1992
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HEIRLOOMS 
▪

▪

▪

▪



104/5/2023

What are Treated/Untreated Seeds?

•

•

•

•
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https://www.johnnyseeds.com/growers-library/methods-tools-supplies/pest-disease-control/disease-resistance-

codes.html

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪
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https://www.johnnyseeds.com/growers-library/methods-tools-supplies/pest-disease-control/disease-resistance-

codes.html

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪

▪



NON - GMO
▪ GMO-FREE OR NON-GMO

▪ MISLEADING? YOU DECIDE

▪ majority of seeds grown in/ home garden do 
not have a genetic modified counter-part  

▪ Only 12 genetically engineered crops have 
been approved in the US, and only 10 of 
those are currently produced 

CURRENTLY IN UNITED STATES,  YOU MUST SIGN AN 
AGREEMENT WITH COMPANY THAT HOLDS THE PATENT 
STATING THAT YOU WILL NOT MISUSE THE CROP OR 
PROPAGATE IT WHEN PURCHASING GENETICALLY 
ENGINEERED SEEDS OR PLANTS, 

IF THERE AREN’T ANY GMOS AVAILABLE TO HOME 
GARDENERS, WHY DO SEED COMPANIES CARRY THAT 
LABEL ON THEIR PACKETS? 

MARKETING
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▪



SEED PACKET BACK

▪ NOTE SPOT FOR GARDENER 

▪ GERMINATION RATE

▪ PURITY RATE

▪ NUMBER OF SEED IN THE PACKET
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ORGANIC

CERTIFIED ORGANIC

• Producer practices have been certified to 
meet the requirements laid down by a 
certifying agency 

• A certifying agency could be a non-profit or 
a state department of agriculture 

• NON STANDARDIZED

• requirements and practices vary from 
entity to entity

164/5/2023

“USDA CERTIFIED ORGANIC

▪ producer certified by the USDA as a follower of 

the guidelines set forth by the National Organic 

Program (NOP)

▪ seen as the most stringent of the certifications, 

and is standardized nation-wide



ALL AMERICAN SELECTION (AAS)

▪ FLOWERS AND VEGETABLES THAT 

HAVE BEEN "TESTED NATIONALLY & 

PROVEN LOCALLY.™" 

▪ ENTRIES ARE TESTED FOR 

SUPERIOR GARDEN PERFORMANCE 

BY HORTICULTURE PROFESSIONALS 

ACROSS NORTH AMERICA
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All-America Selections
https://all-americaselections.org

https://all-americaselections.org/#:~:text=AAS%20WINNERS%20are%20flowers%20and,Get%20Winner%20Updates
https://all-americaselections.org/#:~:text=AAS%20WINNERS%20are%20flowers%20and,Get%20Winner%20Updates
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https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/learn-terms-seed-

packets-make-right-selection-1

https://www.johnnyseeds.com/growers-library/methods-tools-supplies/pest-disease-control/disease-resistance-

codes.html

Home Garden Seed Association (HGSA) website. HGSA is 

a group of seed producers and seed packet retailers 

committed to supporting home gardening success, 

specifically through the use of seeds. 

University of Nebraska- Lincoln

https://communityenvironment.unl.edu/translating-language-seed-packets-hybrid-heirloom-

non-gmo-and-more

University of Minnesota Extension

https://blog-fruit-vegetable-

ipm.extension.umn.edu/2019/01/buying-best-seed-for-

disease-free-

crop.html#:~:text=Plant%20Disease%20Resistant%20Vari

eties&text=Due%20to%20their%20specific%20genetic,inf

ected%20with%20anthracnose%20leaf%20spot.

https://gardens.si.edu/

https://empressofdirt.net/victory-gardens/

https://pageseed.com/product/tomato-celebrity-hybrid/

https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/learn-terms-seed-packets-make-right-selection-1
https://today.oregonstate.edu/news/learn-terms-seed-packets-make-right-selection-1
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