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What s Chaos Gardening?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
fun and carefree approach to gardening is about letting go of the strict rules that come along with gardening and letting mother nature do the work instead.

a haphazard and laid-back approach to gardening in which rules and meticulous garden planning are thrown out the window.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Simply gather up any leftover seed packets you have (or buy some new ones), and throw the seeds around in the garden to see what takes.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The result is a natural-looking garden that teems with life and plenty of variety. 

Plus, if you find the process of planning a garden and sowing seeds stressful, chaos gardening saves you lots of time and effort.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
any type of plant, including flowers, fruits, vegetables, and grasses, which sets it apart from similar trends such as meadowscaping.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can turn your entire yard into a wild and wonderful chaos garden or keep the chaos contained to a few beds. The trick is to let go of expectations and allow mother nature to do its thing. Inevitably, certain plants will thrive while others may not grow as well.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Location
Like most gardens, the best spot for a chaos garden is a spot that gets plenty of sunlight. That’s not to say you can’t make it work in a shady location, but you have to choose plants that survive in the shade. Since most vegetables and wildflowers require several hours of direct sunlight, a sunny spot is a great place to start. Decide how big you want your garden, whether you will keep it confined to beds or let it spread wild, and whether you will start it in the back yard or the front. 

Containers

Plan for zones  make little mixes of complementary blends of plants to spread around together. Planned mixes of seeds for different zones of the garden are more likely to guarantee success than blindly emptying packets of seed around,' says Drew Swainston.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Soil Quality
The soil quality is also important to keep in mind since most seedlings need rich, well-draining soil to sprout and survive. If the soil in your yard is overly rocky or has a lot of clay, mix in some fresh garden soil before you begin seeding your chaos garden.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Plant Selection
The types of plants you choose for your chaos garden play a role in its longevity and the amount of maintenance it needs. Choosing native plants, for example, results in a long-lasting garden that is not only low-maintenance but also eco-friendly. If you opt for fruits and vegetables, you must reseed the garden and maintain the plants more frequently.
Becoming familiar with companion planting is also important. Choosing annuals gives you a beautiful garden for a season, but you must completely start over the next year. There are no right or wrong choices when it comes to your plant selection; just be sure to choose plants that align with your vision for the space. Avoid plants that are considered invasive in your area.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Maintenance
As you might expect, maintenance is minimal in chaos gardening. However, a small amount of maintenance is necessary to help your garden thrive, particularly if it's your first year. For example, the seeds need to be watered regularly after they are sown to help them sprout. After the seedlings begin growing, you may need to thin them slightly to prevent overcrowding, particularly since you never know exactly how many seeds will take at one time. After the garden is established and the plants begin naturally reseeding, you may find yourself doing less and less work as the years go on.

Watering
Weeding
Thin

Your chaos will need to be selective
This means you may want to be somewhat selective about what proportions of various seeds you put into the mix. If you want a lot of colorful flowers and fewer grassy or weedy plants then make sure you have thought ahead. 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Local Regulations
It’s always a good idea to read up on your local garden regulations, particularly if you want to create a chaos garden in your front yard. Some municipalities have rules about whether fruits and vegetables can be planted in front yard gardens, maximum plant height, and overall tidiness and appearance of front yard gardens. If you have a homeowners association (HOA), these rules may be even more strict. This doesn’t mean you can’t practice chaos gardening, but you may need to get creative about doing it within existing garden beds rather than transforming your entire yard into a chaotic wildflower wilderness.



THFALAPR. DEVIANTART.COM







/i

oy
i,
..\_,_ _

B g
it < 4 .a_....H ..J/.-..n

[
















J
<
S

N

-~ O

S
SEk
DV I

2

N




4 Quest\om7

Amy. Aldenderfer@uf(y edu
270-765-4121



mailto:Amy.Aldenderfer@uky.edu

	Chaos Gardening
	What is Chaos Gardening?
	Find All the Seed Packets!
	Results
	Anything Goes!
	How Big?
	How Big?
	Location
	Soil
	Seed Selection
	Maintenance
	Local Regulations
	Expectations…
	A Small Experiment…
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Weeded and ready for Mulch!
	Questions?

