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Forests in Kentucky
Kentucky is comprised of 49% forested habitat



Forests in Kentucky
Kentucky is comprised of 49% forested habitat



Forests and  Birds
A lot of different bird species present within 
Kentucky



Forests and  
Birds

• Can be migratory, seasonal 
residents, or non-migratory 
residents

• >350 total species

• ~150 breeding species

• >200 winter 
residents or 
migrating through 
the state



Forests and  Birds

• All of these species have specific habitat 
needs that they seek out



Hummingbirds in 
Kentucky
• Ruby-throated hummingbird

• Records include black-chinned, 
broad-tailed, green violet ear, 
rufous

• Nectar, insects, and sap on 
occassion



Forest Types



How Can You Help?

• Increase food 

• Plant natives

• Use feeders when needed



So What Do Trees Provide 
Birds????

• Well that depends on 
the species
• Food/Water

• Insects
• Mast



Trees and Shrubs

• Northern Catalpa
• Eastern Redbud
• Serviceberry
• Hawthorns
• Elderberry
• Holly
• Sumac
• Dogwood
• Oaks!!!!



Native Plants

• Columbine

• Coral Honeysuckle

• Bee balm

• Cardinal flower



Native Plants

• Coneflowers(Echinacea 
spp.)

• Phlox (Phlox spp.)

• Sunflowers (Heliopsis 
spp.)

• So many others….



So What Do Trees/Plants 
Provide Birds????

• If it provides one of 
these or more it is good 
for birds

• Insects
• Soft mast
• Hard mast



Conifers

• Pines/Cedars

• Berries/Seeds

• Thermal cover





Feeders

• Place near shelter, in partial 
shade, where you can see them

• Avoid direct sunlight and 
immediately adjacent to windows



Backyard Birds

• Many different species use feeder 

• Certain species use certain types of 
feeders and also only will come to certain 
foods



Backyard Birds

• Black Oil Sunflower – the absolute best & 
no need to feed anything else – finches, 
ground birds like doves, etc. will eat it, 
woodpeckers and nuthatches will eat it, 
doesn’t attract as many “pest birds”

• Safflower – cardinals, titmice (if pest birds 
are a problem)

• Suet – mix with chunky peanut butter and 
frozen mealworms - woodpeckers



How Can You Help?

• Increase food 

• Plant natives

• Use feeders when needed

• Help monitor the migration and 
breeding areas

• eBird

• Merlin

• iNaturalist



Cats and Birds, A mixture 
that should never happen!!!



More Information….

• UK Extension publication FOR-97

• From the woods Today


