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Whatis a Terrarium?

* Growing small plants in a clear container, usually with a lid.
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History of Terrariums

» 2,500 years ago, in Greece growing plants in a transparent container?!

* Dr. N. B. Ward from England credited with invention of terrarium and
published book in 1842 1.2

* He designed Wardian Case- miniature looking
greenhouse to transport plants across the world 2

Source:

1. Terrariums, https://extension.Missouri.edu/publications/g6520 David H. Tinklein

2. Terrariums, Mike Schnelle, HLA-6438, http://osufacts.okstate.edu
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https://extension.missouri.edu/publications/g6520
http://osufacts.okstate.edu/

Benefits of @ Terrarium

e Able to grow tropical plants.
* High humidity required for certain plants
* Small indoor garden to chase away winter blues
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Benefits of @ Terrarium

* Can propagate plants from cuttings or seeds
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Benefits of @ Terrarium

* Many types of containers available

Cooperative
Extension Service




Benefits of @ Terrarium

e Takes little care
* Humidity generated in containers keeps it watered
e Use for decoration
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Challenges with Terrariums

* Avoid overwatering
* Finding small plants
* Overfilling with soil
* Adding too much rock
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Containers for Terrariums

* Clear container
o Fishbowl, aguarium, large bottle, gallon jar, tall vase, candy jar, pickle jar

e Clean dirty, used containers before use
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Plants for Terrariums

* Plants that need high humidity
 Select disease free plants

* Use succulents in open terrariums only

Watermelon Peperomia
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Plants under 6” tall

* Baby tears, Helxine soleirolii
* Creeping fig, Ficus pumila
* Emerald Ripple, Peperomia caperata

Creeping Fig
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Plants under 6” tall

* Flame violet, Episcia cuperata
* Gold dust dracaena, Dracaena godseffiana

* Nerve plant, Fittonia spp

Nerve Plant
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Plants under 6” tall

 Satin pellionia, Pellionia pulchra
* Strawberry begonia, Saxifraga sarmentosa
* Swedish lvy, Plectranthes australis

Swedish lvy
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Plants under 6” tall

 Watermelon peperomia, Peperomia sandersii
 Varigated ovalleaf peperomia, Peperomia obtusifolia variegata
e Spider plant, Airplane plant, Chlorophytum comosum “Vittatum’

Spider Plant
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Plants above 6” tall

* Aluminum plant, Pilea cadierii
* Arrow-head plant, Syngonium podophyllum
* Begonia, Begonia spp

Arrow-head Plant
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Plants above 6” tall

* Bloodleaf, Iresine herbstii
* English Ivy, Hedera helix
* False aralia, Dizygotheca elegantissima

False Aralia
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Plants above 6” tall

 Madienhair fern, Adiantum cuneatum
* Polka dot plant, Hypoestes sanguinolenta

* Pothos, Devil's ivy, Epipremnum aureum

Polka Dot Plant

Cooperative

Extension Service




Plants above 6” tall

* Waffle plant, Hemigraphis ‘Exotica’
* Heart-leaved philodendron, Philodendron scandens oxycardium

* Parlor palm, Neanthe bella palm, Chamaedorea elegans

Parlor Palm

Cooperative

Extension Service




Materials to Make Terrariums

e Clear container

 Decorative rock
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* Soilless media

* Plants

e Decorations
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Making a Terrarium

Add cleaned rock for drainage in bottom of
clean container

* Can use aquarium rock

* Rocks are used to promote water drainage
* Add to the depth of about % to %2 inch
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Making a Terrarium

e Layer activated charcoal on top of
rocks
* This absorbs odors
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Making a Terrarium

Use soilless media such as potting
soil

Do not use garden soil which
drains poorly and contains weed
seeds and disease organisms
|ldeally use a potting mix
containing peat, perlite, or
vermiculite

Lightly moisten soil

Add to the depth of 1 %2 to 2”
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Making a Terrarium

 Remove plant from container and
remove soil if necessary
* Make depression in soil
@is \ * Place plantin depression
B\ * Gently fill around plant with media
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Making a Terrarium

e Continue to add plants
a) Can be placed in a group
toward one side or near
middle

b)Spread plants out equally
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Making a Terrarium

If plants are too large:
e Remove stems by dividing
e Cut off leaves or stems
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Making a Terrarium

* Odd number of plants is best.
* Mist soil lightly around plants.
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Making a Terrarium

* Add clean rock or sand to mimic pathways
or a field
* Create a small scene in a world of its own
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Care of terrariums

* Place in bright but indirect light-north or northeast
window or site away from window

* May not need water for a few months
 Water with a few teaspoons, only when soil is dry
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Care of Terrariums

* Rotate container to keep plants from leaning
toward the sunlight

* Open lid if inside becomes foggy

* After 1-2 years- prune or remove overgrown
plants
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Terrariums = Fun and Enjoyment
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n accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of
IAgncuIlure (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this

d from discriminating on the basis of race,

onforme a la ley federal y las politicas y regulal:lones de
civiles del D de de los

Estados Unidos (USDA), esta institucion tiene prohibido

color, national origin, sex, age, disability, and reprisal or retaliation ~ discriminar por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, edad,

for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.)

Program information may be made avallable in languages other
than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means of ication for program (e.g., Braille,
large print, iotape, and ican Sign L should
contact the responsible State or local Agency that L

g o por
an el pasado relacionadas con los derechos civiles (no todos los
principios de prohibicién aplican a todos los programas).

La informacion del programa puede estar disponible en ofros
idiomas ademas del inglés. Las personas con d:scapacndadas
que i medios de para
obtener informacién sobre el programa (por ejemplo, Braille, letra

the program or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339.

To file a program i should
complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, which can be obtained online, at
www.usda.govisites/default/files/documents/usda-program-
discrimination-complaint-form.pdf, from any USDA office, by
calling (866) 6329992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA.
The letter must contain the complainant's name, address,
telephone number, and a written description of the alleged
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an
alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or
letter must be submitted to USDA by:

mail:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

fax:

(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442;

email:
program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Fom AD475A-Asssios Poster Rewsed Segtumber 2219

ion de audio y lenguaje de sefias americano)
deben comunicarse con la agencia estatal o local responsable que
administra el programa o con el TARGET Center del USDA al (202)
720-2600 (voz y TTY) o comunicarse con el USDA a través del
Servicio Federal de Transmision de Informacion al (800) 877-8339.
Para presentar una queja por discriminacion en el programa, el

debe un io AD-3027, F i

queja por discriminacion del programa del USDA, que se puede
obtener en linea, en

www.usda.govisites/default/ffiles/documents/usda-program-

discrimination-complaint-form.pdf, en cualquier oficina del USDA,
llamando al (866) 632-9992, o escribiendo una carta dirigida al
USDA. La carta debe contener el nombre, la direccién y el

nimero de teléfono del reclamante, y una descripcion escrita de

la supuesta accion

discriminatoria con suficiente detalle para informar al Subsecretario
de Derechos Civiles (ASCR, por sus siglas en inglés) sobre la
naturaleza y la fecha de la presunta violacién de los derechos
civiles. La carta o el formulario AD-3027 completado debe enviarse
al USDA por medio de:

correo postal:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; o”

fax:

(833) 256-1665 o’ (202) 690-7442;

correo electrénico:

program.intake @usda.gov.

Esta institucion ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.
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The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an

Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to education and employment and
authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to
individuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and
will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed,
religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression,
pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental
disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice.
Program information may be made available in languages other than English.

Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should be directed to:

» Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment,
University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building
Lexington, Kentucky 40546

» UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity,
13 Main Building, University of Kentucky,
Lexington, KY 40506-0032

» US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
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